17 MAY 1766                                                     191
to the resolution of the General Court and of our orders in consequence
of it.
42.    As much depends upon the practice of the Mayor's Court at Calcutta,
we can only recommend it to you to carry this opinion into execution, so far
as the usage of that Court will admit, and we leave it to you to make the
representation (recommended in the opinion) to the Nabob and Ms ministers,
of the detestation in which we hold the behaviour of our servants towards
them, in respect to the sums of money which were either presented by or
extorted from them, and of our resolution to bring the offenders to justice
as far as lies in our power.
43.    We do not mean, however, to circumscribe ourselves to the investiga-
tion only of what passed upon raising the present Nabob to the subahship, we
give you full powers and require from you that you will fully inquire into the
abuses and extortions practised upon the revolution when Pvleer Jaffier was
deposed and Cossim All Cawn made Nabob of Bengal in his stead.
44.    We direct you to enter into a full discussion of that dark affair upon
the fullest and most explicit evidence of living witnesses which you are now
able to procure and that you will transmit their depositions, duly authenticated
together with your own observations after a thorough investigation of the
business to us by the first opportunity in order that we may give to the Indian
powers a further testimony of our abhorrence and detestation of the ill usage
they have received from our servants.
f>
45.    With respect to the legal proceedings, upon the present occasion, we
shall only observe as regarding Mr. Spencer and Mr. Johnstone who are absent,
that whatever effects they have in our custody in Bengal, you will secure and
detain, and as one of those gentlemen is already here, and the other will pro-
bably soon be in England, we shall follow the directions of our council in the
prosecutions against them in His Majesty's courts here ; but we hope and
expect that you will furnish us with all such further material evidence as you
have been able to collect, concerning their behaviour in these matters since
vour last advices.
j
*
46.    In these prosecutions we depend on that justice from the Mayor's
Court which the nature of our cause deserves ; the fullest evidence must be
laid before them to prove the facts with which the defendants will be charged
and though we hope effectual decrees may be obtained in that court, yet
should it prove otherwise, we desire, if the ultimate decisions should come
to His Majesty by appeal, the evidence will be as circumstantial and complete
in support of our case, both on principles of law and equity, as the nature
of the different cases will admit off [sic], and in order to this all collateral
evidence though perhaps only circumstantial to the fact to be proved, we
desire may not be disregarded or omitted.
47.    The former covenants being the same in all respects as have been
for a course of years executed by our civil servants, reference to any one of
them is sufficient in order to set forth the substance of them in the legal
proceedings, but we shall send you herewith authentic copies of such of them
as we find executed here by any of our servants, who may be made defendants
to these suits.